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SUB J : NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SELECTS CONSTITUTION 
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

REF: BANGKOK 19900 

1 . FOLLOWING THE FIRST READING APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT 
CONSTITUTION, A THIRTY-FIVE MEMBER COMMITTEE FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT CONSTITUTION ( ALSO REFERRED TO 
AS THE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE) WAS ELECTED FROM THE MEMBERSHIP 
OF THE NLA. COMMITTEE IS DOMINATED BY GOVERNMENT BUREAU- 
CRATS, BOTH MILITARY AND CIVILIAN. FIFTEEN OF THE 35 
WERE ACTIVE OR RETIRED MILITARY, AT LEAST FIVE OF WHOM ARE 
IDENTIFIED WITH SO-CALLED "YOUNG TURK" FACTION. AN 
ADDITIONAL TN MEMBERS WERE CIVILIAN BUREAUCRATS, SEVEN 
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WERE PARTY POLITICIANS, AND THREE ARE ACADEMICIANS OR 
TECHNOCRATS. THE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE MET FOR THE FIRST 
TIME JULY 18 AND ELECTED DEPUTY NLA SPEAKER LT. GEN. 

CHALOEMCHAI CHARUWAT AS CHAIRMAN AND LT. GEN. SAN 
CHITPATIMA AS SECRETARY. THEY ALSO AGREED TO MEET TWICE 
A WEEK FOR THE NEXT MONTH TO DEBATE THE MERITS AND CON- 
SIDER AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAFT CONSTITUTION. 
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2. ALL THIRTY-FIVE MEMBERS ELECTED TO SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
REPORTEDLY WERE ON A 'MYSTERIOUS LIST' GIVEN TO ALL NLA 
MEMBERS. ORIGINS OF THE 'LIST' ARE UNKNOWN BUT PUBLISHED 
STATMENTS OF NLA PRESIDENT ACM HARIN HONGSAKUN AND 
EMBOFF CONVERSATION WITH MEMBER OF NLA STAFF STRONGLY 
INDICATE LIST WAS THE WORK OF "YOUNG TURK" GROUP. LED BY 
LT. COL. PRACHAK SAWANGCHIT, ALSO A MEMBER OF THE 
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE. 

3. AS INDICATED REFTEL, MAJOR AREAS OF CONTROVERSY FOR 
THE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER ARE: A) POWER OF 
CHAIRMAN OF NATIONAL POLICY COUNCIL ADM. SA-NGAT CHALOYU 
TO APPOINT SENATORS B) RATIO OF APPOINTED SENATORS TO 
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES AND C) WHETHER OR NOT PRIME 
MINISTER MUST BE ELECTED MEMBER OF LEGISLATURE. "YOUNG 
TURKS" OPPOSE GIVING SA-NGAT POWER TO APPOINT SENATORS AND 
CAN BE EXPECTED TO TRY TO AMEND THAT SECTION OF THE DRAFT. 
THEY MIGHT ALSO SUPPORT REDUCING RATIO OF SENATORS TO 
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES IN ORDER TO DECREASE INFLUENCE OF 
SA-NGAT. THERE IS SOME SPECULATION THAT "YOUNG TURKS" MAY 
PREFER TO REJECT NEW DRAFT ENTIRELY AND INSTEAD ADOPT 

1932 CONSTITUTION AS BASIS FOR UPCOMING ELECTIONS. 

4. SCRUTINY COMMITTEE HAS NO LEGAL POWER TO RESTRICT 
DEBATE OR AMENDMENT OF DRAFT CONSTITUTION BY THE FULL NLA 
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MEMBERSHIP SO A LENGTHY DEBATE CAN BE EXPECTED BEFORE 
CONSTITUTION PASSED AT SECOND READING. DRAFT MUST PASS 
THREE READINGS. THE FINAL READING REQUIRING TWO-THIRDS 
APPROVAL, BEFORE RECEIVING NLA APPROVAL. O'DONOHUE 
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